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D & L Carinalli Vineyards Wins Best of Class for
Chardonnay at the Harvest Fair

D

& L Carinalli Vineyards, owned and
operated by Sonoma County Farm
Bureau members Domenic and Lynda
Carinalli, won best of class for its 2009
Chardonnay in the professional wine
competition at this year’s Sonoma County
Harvest Fair.
The Carinallis’ chardonny, made from
grapes grown on their vineyards on Llano
Road in Santa Rosa, competed against more
expensive wines from big-name wineries
to win the best of class award. The wine,
with a Russian River Appellation, retails
for $20 a bottle. Winemaker Evelyn White
crafted the award-winning chardonnay
from grapes grown at D & L Vineyards,
which encompasses 100 acres planted with
chardonnay, pinot noir and pinot grigio
vines.
Domenic Carinalli said the best of class
triumph at the Harvest Fair is not only
testament to White’s skills as a winemaker
but the soil and climate of the vineyard
where the grapes are nurtured. Carinalli said
the excellent soil and cool climate create
ideal conditions where chardonnay and pinot
noir grapes can attain their ultimate flavors
and varietal expression. He said precision
farming aimed at producing top quality
grapes is another factor in producing the
award winning wine.
The best of class award at the Harvest
Fair is among the many awards that D &
L Carinalli Vineyards has won for its wine
in recent years. The Carinallis’ 2008 Estate
Grown Chardonnay Russian River Valley has
won 12 awards including two gold medals.
The 2009 Vin Rose won a gold medal at
this year’s Los Angeles International Wine
Competition and the best of show Rose. The
Carinalli 2008 estate grown Pinot Noir has
received seven awards and the 2009 Pinot
Grigio has won three silver awards.

“The vineyards are along the Laguna de
Santa Rosa where the weather is cool and crisp
and dominated by morning fog during the
growing season. It’s the perfect weather for
growing cool climate grapes like chardonnay
and pinot noir,” said Carinalli, who planted
his first grapes in 1996 to diversify his
agricultural operations. Carinalli, a native
and lifelong Sebastopol resident, grew up in
the dairy business. He continues to milk cows
and serves as a prominent leader in the state’s
dairy industry.
“The wines grapes have been a real good
experience for me and my family. I grew up
in the dairy business, became a dairy rancher
and have had cows all of my life. But the
grapes are something I did on my own. It’s
been rewarding to grow grapes and produce
wine that is recognized for its quality,” said
Carinalli, a director and past president of
Sonoma County Farm Bureau.
Carinalli said he produces 1,200 cases of
wine a year, with wine production increasing
each year as sales increase. He sells most
of his grapes to a leading Sonoma County
winery. The D & L Carinalli Vineyards wines
are sold through the vineyard’s website,
dlcarinallivineyards.com, and at stores and
wine shops throughout Sonoma County and
the San Francisco Bay Area.
Carinalli credits his connections through
Sonoma County Farm Bureau for his
decision to establish a vineyard and, then, the
expert guidance to properly develop it. He
said longtime Dry Creek Valley grape grower
Richard Mounts, past president of Sonoma
County Farm Bureau, advised him on the
varietals to plant in his area and the right way
to establish a vineyard.
Although commercial grape growing and
winemaking are relatively new to Domenic
and Lynda Carinalli, home winemaking has
a long tradition in the Carinalli family. For

as long as Domenic Carinalli can remember
home winemaking has been part of his Italian
family heritage. Domenic’s father, Domenico
Carinalli Sr., came to America in 1921 from
his hometown in Germasino, Italy. A picture
of Germasino’s Catholic Church, which is an
enduring symbol of the Carinalli’s roots in
Italy and their love of the land, is the focal
point of the D & L Carinalli wine label.
When he arrived in Sonoma County in
the early 1920’s Domenico Carinalli Sr.

and his wife Evelina established a family
farm in Sebastopol where they milked cows,
made homemade cheese, churned butter and
produced wine for the family table.
Domenic and Lynda Carinalli are
continuing the family farming tradition on
their ranches in Sonoma County, establishing
an agricultural legacy that will continue
through the generations with their children
and grandchildren.

Domenic and Lynda Carinalli with their daughters, left to right, Gina, Ann and Diane, in
the family vineyards on Llano Road in Santa Rosa.

